tney do not win many competitive awards: Kooi's inventories of competitive procurements for 1977 and 1979 showed only one study in each of the two years that could be unequivocally classified as an evaluation study competitively awarded to an academic institution.
In their study of evaluation performers, Biderman and Sharp (1972) found that only 11 percent of the 1,324 organizations identified as RFP recipients were academically affiliated institutions, and the majority of these had received the RFP at the agency's initiative. A total of 225 bids were filed for 36 procurements; only 17 of them were submitted by academically affiliated organizations; and only one award, not for an evaluation study, went to an academic organization. These earlier data suggested that academic organizations did not participate very actively in the federally organized competitive procurement system at that time, and this may not have changed a great deal since.
Evaluation in Public Education Agencies
Federal dollars are spent by state and local public education agencies primarily to perform evaluations that are mandated in conjunction with federally funded education activities. In addition, state or local agencies may carry out federally funded demonstration or research projects that have built-in evaluation components. State or local agencies can also participate in competitions for evaluation contracts; this is rare, however, since there are more restricted types of competitive procurements (for example, for various demonstration and innovative programs) that are targeted primarily to public education agencies and hence are preferred by them.
As shown in Table B-6 above, evaluation occupies a more prominent place in the activities of local education agencies than in those of any other sector: more than 40 percent of such agencies included in the ARROE study indicated that more than half of their research and research-related activities were devoted to evaluation. The resources of these education agencies are often
